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PREFACE 


Gone are the days, when poetry was used as a mere 
tool for memory training, through the mechanical repeti- 
tion of hundreds of lines. The sole purpose of learning 
poetry today in the elementary classes is to enjoy it. The 
music of words, the thrill of the galloping rhymes and the 
smooth rhythm should create an atmosphere which the 
child loves, providing him with an exhilarating sense of 
aesthetic pleasure. From such a sense of harmony it is 
possible to lead the child to the realms of creative aspi- 
ration in thought and word. 

To the child of today, the world of flowers and 
animals, trees, toys and people have greater significance 
than the elusive world of elves and fairies. Let him seek 
charms and miracles in the streets and country scenes, the 
beaches he traverses and the people he meets. Let him 
hear music in the sighing of the winds, the rustle of the 
leaves, the whirring of the wheels and, of course, in the 
weaving of words. 

There are, in all, 4 books in this series, graded to be 
well within the capacity of the respective age group. The 
teacher is the best judge as to which poem should be 
chosen for the moment for easy acceptance by the children. 
The poems in books 3 and 4 are arranged in groups with a 
continuous background running through each group. The 
questions at the end will guide the child to a better 
appreciation of each poem. Some of the poems appear for 
the first time in a school anthology. They are based on 
familiar situations and are intended to stimulate the 
response of children favourably to varying environment. 


Let poetry bring smiles to the faces of your children. 
Let them choose freely and recite those lines which they 
wish. Let us give them an opportunity to express them- 
selves in song and verse. 
Mabel Aranha 
and 


A. Sivaram M. A. 
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1. THE LITTLE TURTLE 


(Turtle is a kind of big tortoise. It moves slowly, but is 
quick to snap up its prey.) 

There was a little turtle, 

He lived in a box; 

He swam in a puddle; 

He climbed on the rocks. 


He snapped at a mosquito, 
He snapped at a flea, 

He snapped at a minnow, 
And he snapped at me. 


He caught the mosquito, 
He caught the flea; 

He caught the minnow; 
But he didn't catch me. 


Meanings : 
Minnow-A small freshwater fish 
Snapping-Opening of the mouth 
and closing it with a sound 
Puddle-Small muddy pool 


Questions : 
(1) Where did the turtle live? 
(2) What did the little turtle catch? — 
(3) Why didn't the turtle catch the 

little poet? 


2. A MISCHIEVOUS KITTEN 


(The kitten may be naughty. But a child cannot help 
loving it.) 


My love is grey and furry, 
With little silver socks; 

She frisks in purring hurry; 
And mews around the clock. 


For sheer joy she rushes 

Up and down the stairs, 
Clawing at brooms and brushes. 
And scamprring over chairs. 


She's never still a minute; 
She chews my favourite dolls, 
Plays cat tunes on a spinet, 
And eats my coloured balls. 


She's naughtier and bolder, 
Each day she’s mine; 

I can never scold her, 

For she's my valentine. 


Meanings : 
Rocks—Moves backwards and forwards 
Scampers-—Runs quickly 
Spinet-A musical instrument 
Valentine—Loved one or a loving gift 


Questions : 
(1) Describe your pet. 
(2) What mischief does your pet play? 
(3) If you do not have a pet, what kind of pet would you 
like to have? 


3. WHAT DOES LITTLE BIRDIE SAY? 


(The little bird is in a hurry to fly. And so is the little 
baby too!) 
What does little birdie say 
In her nest at peep of day? 
“Let me fly!" says little birdie, 
“Mother let me fly away.” 


“Birdie, rest a little longer, 

Till the little wings are stronger.” 
So she rests a little longer, 

Then she flies away. 
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What does little baby say 

In her bed at peep of day? 
Baby says, like little birdie, 
“Let me rise and fly away.” 


“Baby, sleep a little longer, 

Till the little limbs are stronger.” 
If she sleeps a little longer, 
Baby, too, shall fly away. 


—Lord Alfred Tennyson 
Meanings : 
Limbs-Hands and legs 
Peep of day-Morning; dawn 


Questions : 
(1) Who sings the lullaby to baby ? 
(2) What does she tell baby to do? 
(3) Whose example should 
baby follow? 
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4, THE JOLLY PUP 


(Little dogs and little children can be very good 
friends. ) 
When brother takes me for a walk, 
Icry, “Hip, hip, hooray!” 
With our jolly pup I'll walk and talk; 
As he joins us every day! 


His ears are raggy-shaggy; 

His coat's a dusty brown. 

He meets me like a cannon ball, 
And nearly knocks me down. 


He barks and climbs up on my knees 
Joyfully jumping up. 

I wish the pompous Pekinese 

Could know the jolly pup! 


Meanings : 
Pompous- Proud Shaggy-Hairy 
Raggy-Rough Pekinese—A small long-haired 


Chinese dog 
Questions : 


(1) Why is the child happy to meet the jolly pup? 
(2) Why does she call the Pekinese pompous? 
(3) Who should know the jolly pup? 


5. OUR GOLDFISH 


(A goldfish must be unhappy in the small glass bowl 
in which it is kept.) 
Oftentimes our goldfish 
Spread its fins wide; 
And at times it holds them 
Close to its side. 


Oftentimes our goldfish 
Seems to have fun; 

And at times its scales 
Glisten gold in the sun. 


But, oh! must it live 

In a narrow little case? 
And have mostly eyes 
And a mouth for its face? 


Meanings : 
Glisten-Shine 
Mostly—For the most part 


Questions : 
(1) Describe the goldfish. 
(2) Why is the poet sorry for the goldfish? 
(3) Where is a goldfish kept? 
(4) What does a fish do with its fins? 


6. THE POLAR BEAR 


(How hard is the life of a polar bear be! It lies still all 
winter without food.) 


I wouldn't be a polar bear 
For various reasons. 
My main objection, - do you hear? 


Has to do with seasons. 
For one thing, who can bear 
Hot fur in summer? 
November and December, 
When its cold in Winter? 
Curling up somewhere 
In a lonely bunker; 
Just sleeping months and months, 
Without eating! 
Without hating! 
Meanings: 
Objection-Reason for not liking 
Polar—Living near the North Pole 
Bunker-A place to sleep 
Questions : 


(1) Describe a bear. 
(2) Why doesn't the child like to be a polar bear? 
(3) What difficulties does a polar bear face in winter? 
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(Every child admires the squirrel for its swiftness and 
fine appearance.) 
A little red squirrel lived upon a tree, 
The merriest squirrel that ever could be. 
He frisked and frolicked and gambolled with glee, 
With nuts for his dinner and nuts for tea. 
Never was the squirrel as happy as he; 
This little red squirrel, 
That lived on a tree. 


— Merry Dodge 


Meanings : 
Gambolled-Frisked; Leapt with joy 
Frolicked-Frisked and played 


Questions : 
(1) Where did the squirrel live? 

(2) Why does the poet say that the squirrel was happy? 

(3) What does the squirrel have for tea and dinner? 


13 


8. THE COCK IS CROWING 


(After winter, comes the spring season. The snow - 
melts. Streams flow. Flowers bring joy.) 


The cock is crowing, 
The stream is flowing, 


The small birds twitter, 
The lake doth glitter, 
The green fields sleep in the sun; 


The cattle are grazing, 

Their heads never raising; 

There are forty feeding like one! 
Like an army defeated, 
The snow has retreated. 


There’s joy in the mountains, 
There's life in the fountains; 
Small clouds are sailing, 
Blue sky is prevailing; 
The rain is over and gone! 
— William Wordsworth 


Meanings : 
Twitter—Make a joyful sound 
Retreat- Withdraw 


Questions : 
(1) What season has ended? 
(2) What season has come? 
(3) Was the stream flowing in winter? 
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9. RATS 


(There were too many rats inacity. A piper promised 
to rid the city of the rats with his music.) 
And out of the houses, the rats came tumbling: 
Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats, 
Brown rats, black rats, grey rats, tawny rats, 
Grave old plodders, grey young friskers, 


‘ Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins, 
Cocking tails and pricking whiskers, 
Families by tens and dozens} 


Brothers, sisters, husbands, wives, 
Followed the piper for their lives. 


From street to street he piped advancing, 
And step for step they followed dancing, 
Until they came to the river Weser. 


— Robert Browning 
Meanings : 
Brawny-Fat 
Tawny- Yellowish brown 
Plodders-Those which moved with difficulty 


Questions : 
(1) What is the opposite of ‘old plodders’? 
(2) Why did the rats follow the piper? 

(Ask your teacher for the story.) 
(3) Where did this story take place? 
(Ans. In Hamelin in Germany.) 
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10. THE RABBITS 


(Wild rabbits play merrily. But can a child join them at 
play ?) 
The little furry rabbits 
Keep very, very still, 
And peep at me across the grass, 
As I walk up the hill. 


But if I venture nearer 

To join them at play, 

A flash of white and they are gone, 
Not one of them will stay. 


—Lucy Diamond 


Questions : 
(1) Describe a rabbit. 
(2) Can you join them at play? Why not? 
(3) What do the rabbits do, when the poet comes near? 
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11. CHRISTMAS TREES 


(The child in this poem fancies himself to be a gar- 
dener. See what the little gardener would do.) 
If I could be a gardener, 
And do just as I please, 
I'd have a forest planted 
In rows of Christmas trees. 


With toys on the branches, 

And silver wound about. 

I'd love to watch the Christmas trees 
And see my playthings sprout. 


—Lucy Betty Mackaye 


Questions : 
(1) How would the child decorate the Christmas tree? 
(2) What does the child want to sprout? 
(3) Which tree would the child love to have in his 
garden? 


12. TREES 


(Some trees are useful. Others are graceful.) 


The teak is called the king of trees, 
And so rosewood the queen let's call. 
The casurina quivers in the breeze, 
The poplar grows up straight and tall, 
The banyan gives us pleasant shade, 
Of neem are soap and tooth-paste made; 
The coconut palm is a boon to the earth, 
But the Christmas tree adorns the hearth. 

Meanings : 

Quiver-Tremble; shiver 


Adorn-Decorate 
Boon-A blessing 


Questions : 
(1) Name the various trees mentioned in the poem. 


(2) How are they useful to us? 
(3) Which tree do you think is most liked? Why ? 
(4) Which is the national tree of our country? 


13. THE LOTUS 


The lotus is India’s national flower. It stands for purity.) 


I saw a lovely lady, 

In a satin gown, 

Glistening in the sunlight, 

With water all around. .~ 


Gaily she shook her head 4’ Ve ZAM 
At the palm trees tall. YRS 
For she was the fairest 

Maiden of them all. 


“Lovely little lady, 

You must be a queen; 

For you are the fairest 

Of all the flowers I’ve seen.” 


But the lovely lady 
Knew her hidden power. = 
"I would rather be,” she said, 
"My country's favourite flower. 
Questions : Z 
(1) What is our national flower? - “Wy 
(2) Where does it grow? a 
(3) Why does the poet say that it glistens? — 


Note : The lotus is compared to a lady. 
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14. NEW SHOES 


(Every child is proud and happy to wear new shoes.) 


When I am walking down the street, 

I do so like to watch my feet. 

Perhaps you do not know the news, 
Mother has bought me fine new shoes! 
When the left one steps, I do not speak, 
I listen to its happy squeak. 


— Marjorie Watts 
Meaning : 
Squeak-Shrill sound 


Questions : 
(1) Why does the child love to watch her own feet? 
(2) How do you feel when you have new shoes on? 
(3) What sound do new shoes make? 


15. THE GRANDFATHER CLOCK 


(In this poem, a child imagines that the old clock on the 
wall is a friendly elder.) 

Our clock has such a merry face, 

And from his comer in the hall, 

He watches me go in and out, 

Upstairs and down, I hear his call. 
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He tells me when it's time to rise, 
He sings so loudly when it's eight, 
And, oh I'm sure he looks at me, 
When I come down to breakfast late. 


He talks to me throughout the day 
With echoing tick and ringing chime, 
And tells the hour from work to play, 
For dinner, tea, or supper time. 


And even if I wake at night, 

And in the lonely dark, I hear 

The dear old clock who never sleeps, 
And feel as if a friend is near. 


— Lucy Diamond 

Meanings : 

Chime-Musical sound 

Echoing- Resounding 
Questions : 

(1) What kind of clock do you have at home? 

(2) What does your clock do for you? 

(3) When does the child feel the clock is a friend? 

(4) What is a grandfather clock? 

(5) What is the difference between a clock and a watch? 


16. THE BIG ENGINE 


(Children like to pretend that they are railway trains, 
buses, etc. ) 
Iam a big engine, 
Puff, puff, puff. 
Waiting to set off, 
Chuff, chuff, chuff. 
“Here is your water, O engine, 
Soon you can go;" 
“Here is your oil, O engine, 
Soon you can go;" 
“Here is your fire, O engine, 
Soon you can go.” 


Now I have water, 
And oil too; 

Now I have fire, 
And power too. 
Now, I can go, 
Puff, puff, puff. 
Here's my whistle, 
Toot, toot, toot. 


“The railway train is ready to go, 
Puff, puff, puff.” 

“The wheels are turning round below, 
Chuff, chuff, chuff.” 

“The station bell is ringing out, 

Ding, dong, dong.” 

“Wave your hand and give a shout, 
We shan't be long.” 


Questions: 
(1) What things does an engine need to move? 
(2) What happens when the train is ready? 


Note ; While reciting the poem, each child can hold on to 
the waist of the one in front and go round the class 
to imitate a train. 
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17. THE SWING 


(It is a thrill for a child to go up in a swing.) 


How do you like to go up in a swing 
Up in the air so blue? 

Oh! I do think it the pleasantest thing 
Ever a child can do! 


Up in the air and over the wall, 
Till I can see so wide, 

Rivers and trees and cattle and all, 
Over the countryside. 


Till I look down on the garden green, 
Down on the roof so brown; 

Up in the air I go flying again, 

Up in the air and down! 


— Robert Louis Stevenson 


Questions : 

(1) How does a child feel when he or she swings? 

(2) What can the child see when he or she is up ina 
swing? 

(3) Why does the child say the air is blue? 


18. THE RED CABOOSE 


(A passing train fascinates a child.) 


It's fun to watch the freight train, 
Go whistling round the bend. 
The shaky little red caboose 

Is fastened to the end. 


The engine puffs and pulls and pants, 
And whistles loud and long; 

The wheels of all the cars go round, 
As though they sing a song. 


When I'm a man, and free to choose, 
Some day I’m going to ride, 

That shaky little red caboose, 

And see what is inside! 


Meanings : 
Caboose-The breakman’'s van 
Freight—Goods carried by a train or ship 

Shaky-Unsteady 

Bend-Curve 


Questions : 
(1) How does the train enter the platform? 

(2) What is a caboose? 

(3) Why is the child eager to ride the red caboose? / 
(4) Who are the people working on a train? 


19. FROM A RAILWAY CARRIAGE 


(In this poem, a child.is amused to watch the land- 
scape from a running train.) 

Faster than fairies, faster than witches, 

Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches; 

And, charging along like troops in a battle, 

All through the meadows the horses and cattle; 

All of the sights of the hill and the plain 

Fly as thick as driving rain; 

And ever again, in the wink of an eye, 

Painted stations whistle by. 

Here is a child who clambers and scrambles, 

All by himself and gathering brambles; 

Here is a cart run away in the road 

Lumping along with man and load, 

And here is a mill and there is a river; 

Each a glimpse and gone for ever! 


—R. L. Stevenson 


Meanings : 
Witches—Women using magic 
Charging—Moving fast ahead 
Clambers-—Climbs with difficulty 
Glimpse-—Flashy view 
Brambles-Blackberries 


Questions : 
(1) What things seem to be moving as fast as driving 
rain? 
(2) What phrase opposite to “charging along” is used? 
(Ans. "Lumping along”.) 
(3) What whistles by,-station or the train? 


Note : The poem is excellent for retitation. It must sounds 
like a fast train. 
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20. BOATS SAIL ON THE RIVERS 


(A child adores the rainbow and imagines it to be a 
wonderful bridge.) 
Boats sail on the rivers, 
And ships sail on the seas; 
But clouds that sail across the sky 
Are prettier far than these. 


There are bridges on the rivers, 
As pretty as you please; 
But the bow that bridges heaven 
And overtops the trees, 
And builds a road from earth to sky 
Is prettier far than these. 


—Christina Rossetti 


Meanings : 
Bridges (n)-Structure over a river or road 
Bridges (v)—Connects 
Bow-Rainbow 


Questions: 
(1) Who made the clouds and rainbows? 
(2) Who made boats and bridges? 
(8) What does the rainbow seem to do? 


21. A MONSOON RHYME 


(The rains are welcome, and children like to play in the 
puddles.) 
Puddles, — they are riddles; 
For when I want to play, 
The sun is in his saddle, 
And the puddles go away. 
I skipped today till noon; 
The puddles, — I let them be. 
But soon came the monsoon, 
And I hurried home for tea! 


Questions : 
(1) Make a small monsoon rhyme of your own. 
(2) How do the puddles vanish? How are they like 
riddles? 


(The watchmaker has a small but interesting shop 
which draws the attention of the children. Are there any 
shops in your street that you like to visit?) 


A street in our town, 

Has a queer little shop, 
With tumble down walls, 
And a thatch on the top. 


Clocks of all sizes, 
In silver and gold, 
Brass ones and tin ones, 
New ones and old. 


Clocks for the kitchen 
And clocks for the hall. 
High ones, low ones 
They hang on the wall. 


The watchmaker sits 

On a long-legged stool, 
And round and about him 
There's tickety-tock. 


There he goes winding, 
Lest any should stop, 
This queer little man 

In the watchmaker’s shop. 


— Adapted from Elizabeth Fleming 


Meanings : 
Queer-Funny, odd 
Tumble down-Likely to fall down 
Thatch-Roof covering of straw, reeds etc. 


Questions : 
(1) Why does the watchmaker keep old watches? 
(2) Why do the clocks keep on ticking? 


23. TRADES 


(Men of different trades serve the community. Who are 


they ?) 


The baker bakes our biscuits, 
The cobbler mends our shoes, 
The plumber fixes leaky pipes, 
The printer prints the news. 


The miner digs for silver, 
The farmer tills the soil, 
The electrician fixes lights, 
The driller drills for oil. 


The painter paints our walls and doors, 
The upholsterer stuffs our chairs, 

The mechanic minds trucks and cars, 
The dealer sells his wares. 


The tailor sews our garments, 

The barber cuts our hair, 

The gardener plants the flower-beds, 
He shears and weeds with care. 


The carpenter makes furniture, 
The butcher chops our meat; 

Now, who else can service render? 
Let's have the list complete. 


Meanings : 
Upholsterer—Furniture-maker 
Wares—Goods 
Shears-—Clips 


Questions : 
(1) Which trades are mentioned in the poem ? 
(2) Name some trades not mentioned in the poem. 
(3) Which trade would you choose? 


24. THE STATION 


(Here is a child’s impression of a railway station.) 


The station is a busy place, 

With miles and miles of trains, 
That run all day and every night, 
And even when it rains. 


There's lots and lots of people, 
With bags and boxes too, 

Lots of men to carry them, 

All dressed alike in red. 


When you hear the whistle blow, 
Along there comes a train, 

And everyone calls out ‘good-bye’, 
And kisses me again. 


—K. Parson 


Questions : 
(1) What kind of a place is the station? 
(2) What do you see there? 
(3) What happens as the whistle blows? 
(4) Give one word for : ‘lots of men to carry luggage’. 
(Ans. Porters) 


25. I'D LIKE TO BE A LIGHTHOUSE 


(In this poem we have a child who would like to 
imagine himself as a lighthouse.) 
I'd like to be a lighthouse, 
All scrubbed and painted white. 
I'd like to be a lighthouse, 
And stay awake all night, 
To keep my eye on everything, 
That sails my patch of sea; 
I'd like to be a lighthouse, 
With the ships all watching me. 


— Rachel Field 


Meanings : 
Scrubbed-Cleaned 
Patch-Small area 
Questions : 
(1) What is a lighthouse? 
(2) How is a lighthouse useful to ships? 
(3) Why does the child want to be a lighthouse? 
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26. THE ANIMAL STORE 


(Here is a store where a child may buy pets.) 


If I had a hundred rupees to spend, 

Or may be a little more, 

I'd hurry as fast as my legs would fend 
Straight to the animal store. 


I'd take the hound with drooping ears 


That sits in the nook alone. 
Cockers and spaniels and furry pups, 
To be my very own. 


I might buy a parrot, red and green, 
Or the monkey I saw before, 

White mice with the nicest little eyes, 
And may be a few things more. 


Meanings : 
Fend-Support, manage 
Drooping-Hanging down 
Nook-Corner 
Spaniel-A dog with long silky hair and large ears 


Questions : 


(1) What would you buy, if you had a hundred rupees to 
spend? 
(2) What does the child in the poem want to buy? 


(Here we have a child's fancy of space travel.) 
My rocket-ship will travel fast, 
And it will travel far. 
I'll cruise in it to planets, 
And to the farthest star. 
Then, when I've travelled all about, 
A station in the air 
Will give my ship a check-up, 
And I'll start home from there. 


Cruise-Travel 
Check up-Examination of fitness 


(1) How can one travel in space? 


(2) What will the child do after travelling around in 
space? 


28. SHOPPING 


(Do animals go shopping? Some of them do.) 


A bear and a bunny, 
Had plenty of money. 
They went to the store 
For carrots and honey. 


When the bear and the bunny 
Asked, “Carrots and honey!" 
The man in the store 

Cried, “Where is your money?” 


How strange and how funny! 
They really had money; 

And that's how they bought 
Their carrots and honey! 


—lIlo Orleans 


Questions : 

(1) What did the bear and bunny like? 

(2) How did they get what they liked? 

(3) What was strange and funny about the bear and the 
bunny? 


29. HIGHWAYS 


(Here is a child tourist who marks places on his map.) 


Made smooth for travel, 
With tar and gravel, 


Up hill and down, 
From town to town, 
The highways run. 


Some have a number, 
Some have a name. 


On a road map I marked those 
Along which we came; 
I think it's fun. 


Questions : 
(1) How are highways built? 
(2) What purpose does the highway serve? 
(3) How can you have fun while travelling on the high- 
way? 


30. OUR CITY 


(Here is a child's impression of a city.) 
How interesting a city is! 

With houses all in rows, 

Some in new paint, some in old, 
Like people wearing clothes. 


Streets are pinned with telegraph poles, 
Strung with swaying wires. 

Autos crawl like shiny bugs, 

On feet of rubber tyres. 


Buses, trolleys, everywhere, a“ f 
Stop and start and go. r H 
Thousands and thousands of people, {| 4 


And yet how few we know! 
Questions : 
(1) Why is your city interesting? 
(2) What are the houses compared to? Why? 
(3) Why do we know only a few city people? 
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31. WHEN ALL THE WORLD IS YOUNG 


When all the world is young, lad, 
And all the trees are green; 

And every goose a swan, lad, 
And every lass a queen; 


Then hey for boots and horse, lad, 
And round the world away; 

Young blood must have its course, lad, 
And every dog his day. 


When all the world is old, lad, 

And all the trees are brown; 
And all the sport is stale, lad, 

And all the wheels run down; 


Creep home, and take your place there, 
The spent and maimed among: 

God grant that you find one face there 
You loved when all was young. 


— Charles Kingsley 
Meanings : 
Lass-—Girl, maiden 
Stale—Too familiar to be interesting 
Maimed-Disabled; crippled 
Run down-Worn out 


Questions : 
(1) What should you do when you are young? 
(2) What should you do when you are old? 


32. ANIMAL CRACKERS 


(Each child has his favourite dish. What is yours?) 


Animal crackers and cocoa to drink - 

That is the finest of meals, I think. 

When I'm grown up and can have what I please, 
I think I shall always insist on these. 


When mother says, “What would you like best?” 
Is it wafers and chips or buttery toast? 
It's cocoa and animals that I love most! 


Daddy and Mummy dine later at table, 

But they don't really have as much fun as I; 
And Daddy once said he would like to be me, 
Having cocoa and animals once more for tea. 


— Christopher Morley 


Meanings : 
Insist-Demand firmly 
Crackers—Crisp biscuits or such preparations 


Questions : 
(1) What does the child have for dinner? 
(2) What are the other things that mother offers the 
child? 
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33. ON HOLIDAYS 


(Here the children are in a holiday mood.) 


Our books and pens are put away, 
Our lessons all are done, 

We packed our cases yesterday, 
And labelled every one. 

For we are going on holiday, 
Hurrah! for sea and fun. 


(1) What do the children do while on holiday? 
(2) Where do they go then? 


34. TO DEAREST MUMMY 


(At the end of Std. Ill, you can think of writing a letter. 
And, surely, your first must be addressed to Mummy.) 

I'm writing a letter 

To send by post 

To Dearest Mummy, 

I care for most. 


I write the date clear, 
And put the address. 
My pen covers the sheet, 
Anxious to keep it all neat. 


I carefully blot it 

With paper that's pink; 
I seal it with kisses, 
And smudge up the ink. 


The envelope is ready, ie 


I put the stamp on, 
And run to the post box, - 
And now it is gone. 


— Adapted from the poem by 
Margaret Rhode 


Meanings : 
Blot—Dry with blotting paper 
Smudge-Blur 
Anxious—Eager and careful 


Questions : 
(1) How do you write a letter? 
(2) How do you post it? 
(3) How is the child's letter sealed? 
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35. BEDTIME 


(In this poem a child describes the evening scene.) 


The evening is coming, 
The sun sinks to rest; 
The rooks are all flying, 
Straight home to the nest. 


"Caw!" says the rook, as he flies overhead, 
"It's time little people were going to bed!” 


The butterfly, drowsy, 
Has folded its wing; 
The bees are returning; 
No more the birds sing. 


Their labour is over, their nestlings are fed; 
It's time little people were going to bed! 


Meanings : 
Rooks-Black birds 


Drowsy-Sleepy | \ Vi vv 
Nestlings- Young birds ag 


Questions : WwW 
(1) What time of day is it? 
(2) What changes take place in nature at the hour of 
dusk? 
(3) Can you describe the sunset? 


36. THANK YOU 


(A child is grateful to God for all blessings.) 


Thank You for food, 
For clothes, for fun, 
For feet that dance, 
And jump and run. 


Thank You for hands, 
That model clay, 
And do a thousand 
Things each day. 


Thank You for lips 
That smile and sing, 
And tell Your praise 
In everything. 
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